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Dear Parents / Carers,

As we reach the end of another school year, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued
support and partnership. It has been another year full of achievement, growth and memorable moments for our
students and staff, and | am incredibly proud of what we have accomplished together.

This final half term has been particularly rich in opportunities for our students to develop their talents, deepen their
understanding and represent the school with pride. Alongside their day-to-day learning, many have taken part in
experiences that will stay with them for years to come.

Celebrating Success and Opportunity

We are especially proud of our Year 9 boys’ football team, who were crowned National Cup champions in a truly
unforgettable final. After a thrilling 2-2 draw, the team showed great composure to win 5-4 on penalties, a
remarkable achievement reflecting their resilience, teamwork and determination.

Our Year 7 football team also had the privilege of visiting Anfield to take part in the Real Truth Legacy Workshop.
This was a powerful experience, encouraging students to reflect on issues of equality, identity and social
responsibility.

We have also been delighted to celebrate wider academic and personal development this term. A group of Year 9
students successfully completed a philosophy course with Glen Skelhorne from the Royal Institute of Philosophy,
engaging thoughtfully with big questions and developing their confidence in discussion and debate.

In addition, we recognised those students who have completed their M9:23 journey, celebrating their commitment
to service, leadership and their contribution to school ministry. These students represent the very best of our school
values in action.

We are also incredibly proud of the students who have taken part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, completing
their Bronze, Silver and Gold expeditions. This is a significant achievement, requiring resilience, teamwork and
independence in challenging conditions. The award is widely recognised and highly valued, and our students should
be extremely proud of what they have accomplished.

Our Year 12 students have also been supported with a visit to the University of Liverpool, who helped them to
explore their post-18 options. Through experiences like this, our Sixth Form continues to equip students with the
knowledge, skills and confidence they need to make informed decisions about their future pathways.

Another highlight of the term was our annual Sports Day, which was a tremendous success and saw a record
number of students taking part. Whether competing, supporting their peers or helping to organise events, our
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students truly lived out our school values throughout the day. The atmosphere was one of encouragement, respect
and healthy competition, and it was wonderful to see so many students getting involved and representing their
houses with pride.

Our History department has also brought learning to life through a range of exciting opportunities during History
Week. Students took part in an immersive workshop exploring the Battle of Naseby and enjoyed educational visits
to the Royal Armouries in Leeds. These experiences enabled students to engage with history beyond the classroom,
deepening their understanding of the past and inspiring curiosity about the world around them.

We were also proud to take part in our Trust Service of Blessing, bringing together students and staff from across
our family of academies. Centred on the theme "One in Christ, Unity in Mission," the service provided an opportunity
to give thanks for our shared faith, celebrate the achievements of our communities and reflect on the strength that
comes from working together with a common purpose. We are grateful to be part of such a supportive and inspiring
Trust family.

Faith, Reflection and Farewell

A particularly special moment this term was the opportunity to gather at St Anne’s Church to say farewell to our
Year 11 and Year 13 students. The service allowed us to reflect on their journey, celebrate their successes and offer
them our prayers and best wishes as they move on to the next stage of their lives. We are very much looking forward
to seeing them again on results days where many of our Year 11 students will continue their journey into Sixth Form
with us.

For our students, the results days are:
e Year 13: Thursday 13 August 2026

e Year 11: Thursday 20 August 2026

Students will be able to collect their results from 8:00am at the Sports Hall on both days. For any student who is
away on holiday and unable to collect their results, there is an option for results to be emailed to the student directly,
or alternatively released to a designated person, as long as we have received the student’s consent by email in
advance. Students can email exams@sma.allsaintsmat.org to confirm the arrangements and if someone else is
collecting on their behalf they will need to bring their ID.

On the day, students will be given time to celebrate with their peers and will have the opportunity to take
photographs if they wish. Our Sixth Form staff will also be here on GCSE results day to sign up students from
8:00am. We really look forward to working with you again!

Recognising Our Staff

This term we marked Thank a teacher Day, recognising the dedication and care shown by our staff every day. | know
many of you will share in my gratitude for the support they provide to our students, often going above and beyond to
ensure every young person is able to succeed.

As always, at this time of year, we have several staff who are moving onto pastures new. I’'m sure you’ll want to join
me in wishing Mr Foster, Mr Jones, Mrs Harding and Mr and Mrs Pinnington all the very best for the future. In addition
to these teaching staff, we’re saying a fond farewell to our site staff Ken Cain and Dave McGlynn. All will be missed.

Between them, they have amassed 129 years of service to our community, with 66 of those being from the
Pinningtons. quite a remarkable achievement indeed.

As staff leave, it opens the doors for new faces to join our family, and I’'m delighted to welcome these colleagues to
St. Margaret’s in the new academic year:

e Neal Dean -Teacher of DT

e John McCallum-Cherry — Teacher of English
e Inger Verweij— Head of Maths

e Gemma Gray - Teacher of MFL

e Robin Noah-Finch — Pastoral Manager

e Leah Dingley — Teacher of Geography
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e Josh Higham - Chaplain

End of Term Celebrations

Inthe final week of term, we will take time to celebrate the many students who consistently demonstrate the values
that make our school so special. Through year group collective worship, we will recognise excellent behaviour,
strong attendance and sustained academic effort.

These celebrations allow us to shine a light on those who go above and beyond each day and to remind our students
how proud we are of their compassion, resilience and respect.

Looking a little further to the future a reminder that students will finish for summer on Friday 17th July at 13:35pm.
Students that receive free school meals will have their allocation released earlier on this day to allow them to take

advantage of the food offer during the break time.

Overview of the last week

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Year 7 celebration Blackpool trip day Year 9 celebration Year 10 celebration | Year 8 celebration
assembly On site activities for | assembly assembly assembly
remaining students School closes at
Mr Robinson 13:35
penalty shoot out
(again!)

Looking Ahead to September

School Day Update

Following our recent consultation, | am pleased to confirm that from September 2026, the school day will run
from 8:40am to 3:10pm.

The structure of the day remains unchanged:

Activity Timing

Form time / Year Group Collective Worship 8.40am-9:10 am
Lesson 1 9:10am - 10:10am
Lesson 2 10:10am -11:10am
Break 11:10am - 11:30am
Lesson 3 11:30am -12:30pm
Lesson 4 12:30pm - 1:30pm
Lunch 1:30pm -2:10pm
Lesson 5 2:10pm -3:10pm

Please note that the site will open at 8:15am for students and the canteen will be open at this time serving breakfast
items.

Uniform reminder — Supporting Equity, Affordability and Wellbeing

As previously communicated, your feedback has helped shape a policy that reflects both our community values
and the requirements of the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill (2025).

Our revised policy includes the following key updates:

The rugby top is no longer a required PE item

The football-style PE top remains the only branded PE item

The school jumper no longer requires white piping — a plain black jumper is acceptable

All other items, including PE shorts and socks, can be purchased from any retailer

We are also increasing opportunities for families to access second-hand uniform, helping to reduce costs and
support sustainability.

These changes have been approved by our Local Academy Council and will take effect from September 2026.
Page 3 0of 6



As part of this work, we are looking to establish a Uniform Sustainability Group of parents and staff.

If you would be interested in supporting with collecting, organising and distributing uniform, please email
shell@sma.allsaintsmat.org with the subject line Uniform Sustainability Group.

Finally, as we approach the end of term, we would greatly appreciate any donations of second-hand uniform for
our pre-loved stock. If you are able to donate any old uniform, please bring it into reception washed and ready to
be worn by the next user. Your donation really could support other families in our community.

Next Academic Year

An overview of the academic year can be seen here:

Term Time

| school Holiday [ | Bank Holiday

[ INSET Day ] INSET Day (staff do not attend) |

We also have our term dates for the coming years here

e Term Dates

September return times

September 2026 October 2026 November 2026 December 2026
WK |Mo | Tu |We | Th | Fr | Sa | Su WK Mo | Tu We |Th |Fr|Sa|Su WK [Mo [ Tu [We [ Th [Fr|[Sa|Su WK | Mo | Tu We Th|Fr|Sa|Su
1 Hi 4[5 [6 5 1273 |2 1 13 T2 3 [2][5 [6
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3 |14 [15 (16 |17 |18 |19 |20 7 12 [13 (14 [15 [16 |17 | 18 10 |9 [10 |11 [12 [13 |14 |15 15 (14 [15 16 |17 | 18| 19 | 20
4 22 (23 (24 (25|26 |27 | |8 19 |20 |21 |22 (23|24 25 M |16 [17 |18 |18 |20 | 21 | 22 21 (2223 |24 | 25| 26 | 27 |
5 |28 [20 |30 26 |27 (28 |29 |30 |31 12 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28 (20 | | |28 (20|30 |31
13 |30
January 2027 February 2027 March 2027 April 2027

WK |Mo|‘|‘u We | Th | Fr [ Sa | Su WK [Mo [ Tu [We [ Th [Fr | Sa | Su WK [Mo [Tu [We [Th [Fr[Sa | Su WK [Mo | Tu[We | Th | Fr | Sa | Su

1 3 20 |1 2 (3 [4 [56 [7 23 |1 |2 [3 [@ [5]6 [7 12 [3 [4
16 Hs 6 |7 |8 10 21 |a 9 (10 (11 [12[13 |14 24 (8 |9 |10 [11 [12[13 [14 5 [6 [7 [8 [9 [10|7
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WK [Mo [ Tu [We | Th | Fr | Sa | Su WK [Mo | Tu |We | Th | Fr | Sa | Su WK [Mo | Tu [We [ Th | Fr | Sa | Su
1 |2 1 (2 [3 |4 [5 |6 37 T [2 (3 [4
30 [3 |45 7 (8 |9 34 |7 |8 10 (11| 12 [ 13 38 |5 [6 [7 [&8 [0 [10 |1
31 [10 |11 [12 [13 [ 1415 [16 | [35 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18 |19 |20 | [39 |42 |13 |14 [15 [16 |17 |18
32 [17 [18 [19 | 21| 2 |23 36 |21 |22 |23 |24 |25 26 | 27 22 (2324 |25
33 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28 |29 |30 | a7 |28 |29 |30 26 |27 |28 |29 |30
3 | | |

We will welcome back Year 7, 11 and 12 on Thursday 3" September with a prompt 8:40am start. The rest of the
school will join us, with all students returning on Friday 4" September again, with a prompt 8:40am start.

Academic Excellence

As we complete our first year under our revised behaviour policy, | would like to thank parents and carers for their
continued support. One of the most positive developments has been the increased focus on ensuring that students
arrive each day ready to learn. Having the correct equipment, books and kit may seem like a small thing, but it has
had a significant impact on learning, allowing lessons to begin promptly and ensuring that students can make the
most of every opportunity available to them. The high standards of preparedness shown by our students have
played an important role in fostering a calm, purposeful environment where learning can thrive.

As we look ahead to September, we would be grateful for your continued support in helping students to be fully

equipped each day. Students are expected to bring:

* Pens (black or blue, and green)

* Pencil, sharpener and rubber

* Ruler

¢ Scientific calculator

e Highlighter
* Glue stick
¢ Areading book

¢ Apron (for Design Technology lessons)

* PE kit
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By working together to maintain these high expectations, we can continue to maximise learning time and ensure
that every student is equipped for success from the moment they arrive at school.

I would also like to thank parents and carers for their support in implementing our mobile phone policy this year. In
line with increasingly clear expectations nationally, we remain committed to ensuring that mobile phones,
headphones and other electronic devices are not seen or heard whilst on the school site. Students may leave
devices at home, hand them in at Student Services before the start of the day, or keep them switched off and out of
sight until they have left the school site. This clear and consistent approach has helped to reduce distractions,
strengthen students' focus and promote positive interactions throughout the school day. We would be grateful for
your continued support in reinforcing these expectations with your son, helping us to ensure that every student can
fully engage with learning, relationships and the opportunities available to them at St Margaret's.

One area where we would value parental support is in reinforcing our expectations around behaviour in the local
community. Whilst the overwhelming majority of our students are excellent ambassadors for the school, we have
recently received a small number of concerns regarding bicycle use on pavements, consideration for pedestrians
and behaviour before and after school. As a community founded on respect, service and responsibility, we expect
our students to demonstrate these values both within and beyond the school gates. We would be grateful if families
could support us by reminding students that their actions reflect not only on themselves but also on our wider
school community. Together, we can ensure that St Margaret's continues to be known for the courtesy, kindness
and respect shown by its students.

Support Over the Summer
We are very aware that the summer period can present additional challenges for families, and we want to ensure
you are aware of the support available.

e The DfE Summer Savings support can be found here:

e The Summer Holiday and Activities Food programme begins on 20 July, offering free activities and meals
for children eligible for benefits-related free school meals. Find and book HAF activities

Family Activity Days will take place:
o 5August -Princes Park

o 12 August —Rice Lane City Farm
o 19 August — Garston Park(7pom-3pm)

Arriva Student Saver tickets offer flexible, affordable travel with unlimited journeys outside school hours and
convenient monthly payments, with no setup fees or long-term commitment.

Save money on student bus travel

) Reduced price bus travel for the

If you're a student getting the bus =/ academic year
to school, college or university >y Unlimited bus travel in your chosen
make big savings on your travel and Arriva Zone, T days a week

spread the cost of the ticket over &=
affordable monthly payments when
you pay by direct debit.

Convenient monthly direct debit

%,J No minimum contract - cancel
4 anytime

E Scan QR code or visit our website
" to get started.

i
=

£ arriva

arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets

Our partners in the NHS have shared their gratitude to St Margaret's for accommodating their vaccination
programme but have asked us to share that clinic appointments are available for all students outstanding their
vaccinations who haven’t been vaccinated in school. Please phone the team to book an appointment on 0151 295
3833 or use the QR code below
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Investing in Our Future
As we look ahead to the new academic year, we are excited about a number of developments taking place across
the school site that will further enhance the experience of every student at St Margaret's.

Alongside continued investment in our sustainability and infrastructure projects, work is progressing on a range of
improvements designed to strengthen both our learning environment and our distinctive Christian ethos. Most
significantly, we are looking forward to the creation of a new Heart Space and school chapel, which will provide
dedicated areas for reflection, prayer, worship and community gathering. These spaces will sit at the very centre of
school life, offering students opportunities to pause, reflect and grow spiritually as well as academically.

The Heart Space has been carefully designed to be a welcoming environment where students can come together,
celebrate achievements, support one another and strengthen the sense of belonging that makes our school
community so special. Alongside this, the new chapel will provide a dedicated place for worship and personal
reflection, helping us to further develop our vision of nurturing the whole person and living out our Christian values
each day.

These exciting developments form part of our wider commitment to ensuring that our facilities match the ambition
we have for our students. We look forward to sharing updates over the coming months and to welcoming students
into these new spaces as they become an integral part of life at St Margaret's.

Mental Health and Wellbeing
As we begin the summer break, | would encourage all students and families to prioritise rest, wellbeing and mental
health. The holidays provide an important opportunity to recharge, spend time with family and friends and take a
break from the pressures of school life. However, we recognise that some young people may find periods away from
routine more difficult. If you or your child is struggling, please remember that support is available.
e YPAS offer drop-in support at their hubs across the city. Details can be found here. You can also contact
YPAS on 0151 707 1025 or by emailing support@ypas.org.uk.
e The CAMHS Crisis Care Team provides support, advice and guidance to children, young people, families
and professionals in crisis. The CAMHS crisis team are based in Alder Hey and can be reached on 0151
293 3662 or by emailing camhs.referrals@alderhey.nhs.uk
e Kooth is an NHS commissioned service that offers online support and counselling.

A Final Thank You
Your involvementin your child’s education is invaluable. Together, we continue to create a school community where
every student feels supported, challenged and encouraged to succeed.

Thank you once again for everything you do to support your child’s learning and wellbeing. | am incredibly proud of
what we have achieved together this year and look forward to building on this success in the year ahead.

| wish you all a safe, restful and enjoyable summer break.

Warm regards,

A

Adam Robinson
Headteacher
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