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Dear Parents / Carers,

As we reach the Easter break, | would like to take this opportunity to reflect on what has been an exceptionally
uplifting and successful half term at St Margaret’s. Once again, our students have shown enthusiasm, character and
a real commitment to making the very most of every opportunity we offer.

Celebrating Our Achievements
This half term has been filled with wonderful moments that demonstrate both the ambition and the community spirit
of our school.

A remarkable trip to Rome - A group of our students travelled to Rome for an unforgettable cultural and historical
experience. They visited iconic sites including the Vatican, the Trevi Fountain, the Stadio Olimpico and the
Colosseum, along with several other landmarks. The students’ curiosity, respect and enthusiasm throughout the visit
were a credit to themselves and to the school.

Drama Club launches with great success - We were thrilled to launch our new Drama Club this half term. Students
from across the school have embraced the opportunity to collaborate, build confidence, and grow in teamwork. The
energy in the sessions has been inspiring, and we look forward to seeing what this talented group creates in the
months ahead.

Cross Country achievements - Our cross-country runners have once again represented St Margaret’s with pride and
determination across all year groups. Their resilience and commitment have paid off with some outstanding
performances. Well done to everyone who took part!

Spring Concert: a celebration of talent - This year’s Spring Concert was an absolute triumph. Our students
performed with skill, confidence and exceptional musicality, delighting families, friends and staff. We are incredibly
grateful to our music team for their hard work and to the students for sharing their remarkable gifts with us.

World Book Day - Our World Book Day celebrations brought colour, creativity and joy across the school. From
activities in lessons to themed competitions and displays, it was wonderful to see students engaging with stories and
celebrating the pleasure of reading.

Year 10 Work Experience Week - Year 10 enjoyed a hugely successful week of work experience, receiving high praise
from partner employers for their maturity, diligence and eagerness to learn. Staff who visited workplaces throughout
the week shared glowing feedback about how well our students represented St Margaret’s.
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Footballing success

A special mention must go to our football team, who delivered an extraordinary performance in the national
quarterfinals, winning 10-1. Their teamwork, discipline and ambition have been exceptional all season, and we are
incredibly proud of them.

Duke of Edinburgh preparation
Training sessions for our Duke of Edinburgh Award participants have been underway in earnest as we prepare for this
summer’s expeditions. Students have shown great commitment in developing their skills, teamwork and resilience.

Sixth Form Updates

Year 12 visit to Liverpool John Moores University

Our Year 12 students enjoyed an inspirational visit to LJIMU where they engaged with staff, explored facilities and
began shaping their ideas about future university and career pathways.

Supporting our Year 11 students with post-16 choices

Every Year 11 student has now had a one-to-one interview with the Sixth Form team to discuss post16 options. This
process ensures that each young person receives personalised guidance, clarity on next steps and support in making
confident, informed decisions.

Best Wishes to Year 11 and Year 13

Our Year 11 and Year 13 students have worked extremely hard this half term, completing mock examinations and
attending parents’ evenings designed to support their progress. As part of our wider “Preparing to Perform” initiative,
students continue to access intervention sessions, resources and support as they move closer to their external exams
after Easter. It is inspiring to see the hive of activity that is our ‘Revise til 5’ session after school. We are proud of their
commitment and wish them every success in the weeks ahead.

Community and Faith
Easter Eucharist-\We are looking forward to welcoming the new vicar to St. Anne’s. We will be holding a joint
Welcome/Summer Term Eucharist in the first part of the next half term.

Shared Community Iftar - One of the most heart-warming events of the half term was our joint community Iftar with
St Hilda’s. It was a beautiful gathering that brought students, staff and families together in a spirit of friendship,
understanding and shared celebration. We look forward to building further on this partnership.

End of Term Celebrations - In the final week of term, we will also be taking time to celebrate the many students who
consistently demonstrate the values that make our school community so special. Throughout year group collective
worship, we will be recognising excellent behaviour, strong attendance and the sustained academic progress and
effort shown across all subjects. These celebrations provide a wonderful opportunity to shine a light on those who go
above and beyond each day, and to remind our students how proud we are of their compassion, resilience and
respectful attitudes.

An Appeal for Help!

As communicated in last half-term's bulletin, we would like to improve our offer of a more sustainable approach to
uniform and would therefore like to set up a group of parents and staff who would be able to get this going as soon as
possible. We would really appreciate a few volunteers who could help with collecting, sorting and distributing. If this
is a group you would be interested in volunteering to join, please email sbell@sma.allsaintsmat.org and title your
email: Uniform Sustainability Group.

Building Updates

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing an inclusive, ambitious and aspirational learning environment, we
will be making several important site improvements over the Easter break. These changes form a key part of our
long-term expansion plans and will help ensure that our facilities continue to meet the needs of every student, both
now and in the future.
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Following the Easter holidays, several areas of the school will be temporarily inaccessible while building work takes
place. This will include the drama hall, canteen, the corridor leading to it, and the reception staircase to floor 1. To
ensure that students can continue to access a nutritious daily meal, food will be served from two alternative
locations: the Sixth Form Bistro and a temporary modular unit situated in the small yard. Students will queue in these
areas, and although we are making temporary adjustments to allow food to be eaten outdoors, we are asking
everyone to dispose of litter responsibly. Because we will be operating from smaller catering spaces and food
choices will be more limited, we are encouraging families to support us by providing students with a packed lunch
where possible. Bringing in a packed lunch will also mean less queuing time and more time to enjoy the lunch break.

We now have a link set up on our school website with weekly build reports. 2026 Building Works | St Margaret's
Academy. The page shows some of the extensive work that has been going in school this half term.

Attendance Updates

As we get ready to begin the new term, we would like to thank parents and carers for their continued supportin
promoting excellent attendance and punctuality. Ensuring students are present, on time, and ready to learn each day
has a significant impact on their overall wellbeing, academic progress, and long-term outcomes.

School attendance for the year is currently 93.2% - whilst this is an improvement from last year, it still equates to 850
days of learning that has been missed, or 4,250 lessons since the start of September.
Leave of Absence — DfE Reminder

A reminder that, in line with Department for Education (DfE) guidance, leave of absence requests during term time
can only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be requested in advance.

Where possible, we ask that medical appointments are arranged outside the school day. If this is not possible, we
can usually authorise up to half a day for the appointment. Advanced notice is required, and we kindly ask parents to
provide supporting evidence, such as an appointment card, text, or letter, so the absence can be recorded
accurately.

Punctuality Expectations
We are launching a whole-school drive to improve punctuality next term:
e Allstudents are expected to be on the school site by 8:35am so they have time to prepare for morning
registration.
e Anystudent arriving after 8:45am will be marked as late and will receive a 15-minute late detention at the
end of the school day.
A punctual start helps students settle into the day calmly and begin learning without the stress of arriving late.

Equipment refresh

Please take a moment over the Easter break to refresh your child’s equipment, recycling any damaged equipment
and replacing any that have run out. After a full term of hard work we are starting to see lots of glues and whiteboard
pens that no longer work.

Safe Travel on Bicycles

We have recently received some concerns from members of the public about the way a small number of our students
are using pavements when travelling to and from school on their bicycles. While the vast majority of our young people
behave responsibly, we would like to remind all students of the importance of showing respect and consideration for
other pavement users. Cyclists should travel at an appropriate speed, give plenty of space to pedestrians, and
dismount when areas are busy to ensure everyone’s safety. We appreciate your supportin reinforcing these
messages at home so that our students continue to be positive ambassadors for our school within the wider
community.
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Upcoming Events and Information

Monday 13 April All students return
Thursday 16 April Y12 UCAS information evening
Friday 17 April Y8 HPV Immunisations
Wednesday 22 April Y10 Elevate Session
Thursday 23 April Y8 Parents' Evening
Monday 4 May May bank holiday - school closed
Thursday 7 May GCSE Exams begin
Friday 8 May Catch up immunisations - all year groups
Monday 11 May A Level Exams begin

Y10 Employability Interviews
Thursday 14 May Y7 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 21 May Y11 Leavers’ Service
Friday 22 May Y13 Leavers’ Service

Academy closes for half term

You can access Newsletters and School Calendar in the Parent section of the website

Mental Health and Wellbeing
Should any students require any mental health support over the holiday period, there are a range of services
available:

Children’s Advice and Support Service (CASS) 0151 459 2606 Open 8am to 10pm Monday to Friday.
Childline: Callus on 0800 1111 or chat to us online.

Samaritans: Callus on 116 123 or Contact Us | Samaritans

Home - Kooth : If you would like to talk to someone online you can access free confidential counselling
service

Home | Merseyside Police: 0151 709 6010

Additional Services you can access are:

HOPE line UK 0800 068 4141

Young Minds Crisis Messenger - provides free, 24/7 crisis support across the UK mental health crisis If you
need urgent help text YM to 85258

National Domestic Abuse Hotline: 0800 2000 247

NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000

Liverpool CAMHS: 0151 293 3577

And finally...

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. It is a privilege to lead such a vibrant school community, and |
remain incredibly proud of our students, staff and families. | wish you all a peaceful and blessed Easter break, and |
look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 13" April.

Best wishes,

A

Adam Robinson
Headteacher
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