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February 2026  
 
Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
As we reach the end of another busy and purposeful half term, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on 
our progress, share important updates, and celebrate the brilliant contributions of our young people. It has been 
a half term filled with hard work, community spirit, and a renewed sense of togetherness across our school 
family.  
 
Meet the Professionals  
Throughout January and February, a range of brilliant careers events were organised, allowing all of our KS3 and 
KS4 students to participate in activities that will build their awareness of future options and opportunities. Year 7 
took part in a Quest day which involved a range of team-building skill-based challenges.  
 
There were some worthy winners at the end of that day! Years 8-11 have taken part in our ‘Meet the 
Professionals’ days which have given them the opportunity to interact with representatives from a range of 
professions including healthcare, engineering firms, media companies, the armed forces and even the Lord 
Mayor.   
 
Coding Challenge  
In December, we celebrated an outstanding global achievement after our students were ranked 12th in the 
world in the Codementum International Coding Challenge, making them the second-highest ranked secondary 
school in the UK.  
 
The competition included a total of 4,853 schools worldwide, spanning three categories: primary schools, 
secondary schools, and colleges. St Margaret’s students competed against schools from China, Croatia, 
Germany, Portugal, Nigeria, Thailand, the United States, and many more.   As part of the competition, 
students were required to write and refine Python code to complete 20 increasingly complex challenges. 
Designed as a fun, game-based experience, the tasks involved guiding a character through obstacles to reach a 
reward, with points awarded for both speed and accuracy.  
 
Despite having two weeks to complete the competition, students at St Margaret’s finished 10 days ahead of the 
deadline, with several completing all 20 challenges within the first two days of the competition opening. We are 
all incredibly proud of their achievement.  
 
Year 11 Mock Exam Series and Next Steps  
Our Year 11 students have shown impressive maturity and dedication throughout the recent mock 
examinations, and we are proud of the way they approached this important stage of their preparation. Over the 
coming term, students will receive support through after-school interventions, small-group sessions, revision 
materials, and study skills workshops designed to strengthen exam technique and confidence.  
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Parents and carers can play a key role by helping establish regular revision routines, checking planners, and 
ensuring students have a quiet space to study while maintaining a healthy balance and wellbeing. Our Revise ‘til 
5 sessions run every evening after school alongside subject revision sessions.   
 
As we move towards the summer exam series, this period offers a valuable opportunity for every student to 
make significant progress, and we remain committed to supporting them every step of the way. Please keep a 
look out for emails relating to summer exams timetable, extra revision sessions, Elevate (study support) 
workshops and parents evening.  
  
Year 13 Mock Exam Series and Next Steps   
The mock exams, starting on Monday 23rd February, provide students with essential experience of formal 
examination conditions and help teachers identify any areas requiring further support before the summer 
assessments.  
 
Our Year 13 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 26th March will offer an important opportunity to review progress, 
discuss mock results, and agree clear next steps, and strongly encourage all families to attend. As ever, 
independent study is a vital component of academic success, and students should be revising consistently, 
completing all tasks to a high standard, using non-contact periods productively, and proactively seeking help 
when needed. After school study sessions run every evening in the 6th Form Lounge.  
 
Equally important is maintaining excellent attendance and punctuality, as missing learning, even in small 
amounts, has a direct impact on outcomes and may affect students’ ability to secure their preferred university, 
apprenticeship, or employment destination. If your child is experiencing any difficulties that may impact their 
attendance or wellbeing, please contact Mrs Dunne so support can be provided. Thank you for your ongoing 
partnership and support as we work together to ensure the very best outcomes for all our Year 13 students.  
  
Our Updated Uniform Policy Supporting Equity, Affordability and Wellbeing  
Thank you to all families who contributed to the recent uniform consultation. Your feedback has been invaluable 
in shaping a policy that reflects both our community values and the requirements of the Children’s Wellbeing 
and Schools Bill (2025). This new legislation places a limit on compulsory branded items to help reduce costs 
for families.  
 
At St Margaret’s, we already comply with this requirement, and our revised policy provides a number of helpful 
clarifications:  

• The rugby top is no longer a required PE item.  
• The football-style PE top remains the only branded PE item.  
• The school jumper no longer requires white piping – a plain black jumper is acceptable.  
• All other items, including PE shorts and socks, can be purchased from any retailer.  

 
We will also be increasing opportunities for families to access improved second-hand uniform provision, helping 
to keep costs low and support sustainability.  
 
These changes have been approved by our Local Academy Council and will be launched from September 2026  
 
As stated in the original consultation, we would like to improve our offer of a more sustainable approach to 
uniform and would therefore like to set up a group of parents and staff who would be able to coordinate and run 
this. We will need volunteers to help with collecting, sorting, cleaning/mending and distributing. If this is a group 
you would be interested in volunteering to join, please email sbell@sma.allsaintsmat.org and title your email: 
Uniform Sustainability Group.  
 
Our New Behaviour System – A Strong and Positive Start  
We are delighted with the overwhelmingly positive launch of our new behaviour and culture system this term. 
Students have shared encouraging feedback, and early statistics show a significant improvement in readiness to 
learn.  
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We have received some really positive feedback from both students and parents, with many saying that lessons 
are much more settled, calm and focused.  
 
One standout success has been our renewed focus on equipment. Thanks to your support at home, the vast 
majority of students now arrive fully equipped every day, and this has allowed lessons to begin more swiftly and 
efficiently. As a result, we are maximising every minute of teaching time, something that will have a real impact 
on learning over the months ahead.  
 
Please take a moment over half term to restock any equipment that might need replacing (worn out glues or 
whiteboard pens for example).  
 
Mobile Phones – National Guidance and Shared Responsibility  
You may be aware of the recent national expectations set out by Bridget Phillipson (Secretary of State 
for Education) regarding the use of mobile phones in schools. These guidelines reinforce the importance of 
reducing mobile phone usage during the school day to support wellbeing, focus, and healthy social interaction.  
Our own approach aligns closely with this guidance, and we continue to ask for your support in ensuring that:  

• Phones remain switched off and out of sight during the school day.  
• Students do not use their device at any point on site.  
• Urgent messages are made through the school office.  

 
Some of our parents use apps such as Qustodio, mSpy and Kidslox to set restrictions on their child’s phone use 
at night. Many have also found it helpful to limit access to social media and other apps during the school day to 
help their child stay focused and avoid distractions.  
  
Children’s Mental Health Week  
This year’s Children’s Mental Health Week has been a powerful opportunity to reflect on wellbeing, promote 
positive mental health, and ensure that every young person knows where to find help when they need it. The 
theme of the week was ‘This is My Place’ so our Learning for Life this week has offered an opportunity to reflect 
upon how we build a sense of belonging in the different parts of our lives.  
 
We continue to work closely with key partners including:  

• YPAS, who provide weekly therapeutic support.  
• Kooth (https://www.kooth.com), a free online wellbeing service.  
• CAMHS Crisis Team at Alder Hey (0151 293 3577).  

Additional support:  
• Young Minds: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent  
• NSPCC Mental Health Resources: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/mental-health  

 
Safer Internet Day 2026 – Smart tech, Safe Choices  
This year we explored how young people can use AI safely and responsibly, asking questions about when AI use 
is both safe and ethical and when it can cross a line.   
Recommended family resources:  

• Interactive quizzes: https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026-quizzes  
• Parent tips: https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-

parents-and-carers  
• Student tips: https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-

young-people  
If you have concerns about online safety, please contact safeguarding@sma.allsaintsmat.org.  
 
Phase 2 of our Building Works  
Phase 2 of our building improvements begins this month and will run until October 2026. These developments 
will enhance the learning environment and reflect our commitment to providing the highest quality facilities for 
our students.  
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Please be assured that the work has been carefully planned to minimise any potential disruption. We do 
not anticipate any impact on your child’s day-to-day school life, and we will do everything possible to ensure 
smooth access and operations during term time.  
 
If you would like to find out more, please email us at projectenquiries@sma.allsaintsmat.org  
Further information can be found at Liverpool City Council’s Planning Portal: www.planningportal.co.uk.  
 
 
Key Dates for next Half Term:  
Monday 23 February   Students return to school  

Y12 visit to LJMU    
Y13 Mocks exams week  

Thursday 26 February   Y11 Parent’s Evening in school 3:45pm – 6:45pm  
w/c Monday 2 March    Y10 Work experience week   

Easter Challenge Launch: Easter Egg-cellence  
w/c Monday 9 March   Y13 Mock report shared this week   
w/c Monday 16 March  Easter Eucharist   
Wednesday 18 March   Spring Concert 6:30pm in school   
Friday 20 March   Immunisations: Y9 ACWY/ DTP  
w/c Monday 23 March   Rewards assemblies   
Wednesday 25 March   Y11 Elevate session 2:15pm – 3:15pm   
Thursday 26 March   Y12/13 Parents’ Evening in school 3:45pm – 6:45pm  
Friday 27 March   Academy closes for Easter break  
   
You can access Newsletters and School Calendar in the Parent section of the website  
   
Mental Health and Wellbeing  
Should any students require any mental health support over the holiday period, there are a range of services 
available:    

• Children’s Advice and Support Service (CASS) 0151 459 2606   Open 8am to 10pm Monday to Friday.    
• Childline: Call us on 0800 1111 or chat to us online.  
• Samaritans: Call us on 116 123 or Contact Us | Samaritans  
• Home - Kooth : If you would like to talk to someone online you can access free confidential counselling 

service  
• Home | Merseyside Police: 0151 709 6010  

Additional Services you can access are:  
• HOPE line UK 0800 068 4141  
• Young Minds Crisis Messenger - provides free, 24/7 crisis support across the UK mental health crisis If 

you need urgent help text YM to 85258  
• National Domestic Abuse Hotline: 0800 2000 247  
• NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000  
• Liverpool CAMHS: 0151 293 3577  

  
Thank you for your continued support. We wish all families a restful half-term break. We also say farewell to our 
students visiting Rome on Friday, Buon viaggio!  
 
We look forward to seeing all our students returning on Monday 23rd February feeling rested and ready for 
the half term ahead!  
   
Best wishes 

 
 
Adam Robinson  
Headteacher   
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