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Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this message finds you well. As we approach the well-deserved Christmas break, | would like to take a
moment to reflect on another wonderful half term for the St Margaret’s family.

Agents of Change

As always, our wonderful students have been living out our Christian values and really leading the way in
terms of charitable work and speaking up for those without a voice.

e Each of the school’s houses, Crossley, Langton, Preston, Royden, Sheepshanks and Walton collected
essential items for the South Liverpool Foodbank in Garston. Student volunteers from the Sixth Form
supported the initiative by gathering donations from each form during registration, resulting in a
substantial contribution to the foodbank which was greatly received by the charity.

e St Margaret’s once again supported the Stable Project, a charity that has become a key focus of the
school’s festive giving. Multiple rucksacks were created to hand out to the homeless.

e Year 7 students have been working hard to create Christmas Cards which will be hand delivered,
along with gifts by our Sixth Form students to local care homes.

e Christmas jumper day was another success which allowed us all to come together and celebrate
whilst raising money for the Save the Children charity.

e PJsfor Alder Hey — we will be partnering with a local church social action initiative Home - Someone
Cares Please send in your unwanted pyjamas when we return in January.
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The generosity of our students and families is truly inspiring. Your efforts not only support those in need but
also reinforce the values that underpin life at St. Margaret’s.

Trips, visits and opportunities

There have been many opportunities during this half term to enhance our curriculum and experiences beyond
the classroom. Some experiences that have taken place:

e Year 7 Pantomime visit: Y7 enjoyed the local Liverpool Everyman Rock ‘n’ Roll Panto and were
complimented by members of the public on their brilliant behaviour.

e Liverpool University Al Eye and Vision conference: Year 11 and Year 12 students hoping to pursue
careers in science spent the day with academics to discover how ophthalmologists collaborate with
Artificial Intelligence teams to push the boundaries of scientific research. They learned how to dissect
an eye before training an Al tool to spot the signs of glaucoma.

e Resonate collective orchestra day: St Margaret’s students took partin this inaugural event which was
described as ‘an inspiring day of music making’.

e 1984 Theatre trip: Year 12 A-level Literature students enjoyed a powerful and moving performance of
Orwell’s classic protest text. Lots of discussions were enjoyed afterwards!

e Maths Inspiration lecture: Year 12 Mathematics students went to Manchester to hear from a range of
mathematicians about their work and the practical applications of maths, from stadium design and
large-scale engineering projects to the minute mathematics behind noise-cancelling headphones
and toothpicks!

e Visitto the National Apprenticeship show: Year 11 and Year 12 students had the opportunity to
investigate all levels of apprenticeship and meet a wide range of apprenticeship providers, from areas
including law, media, engineering and armed and uniformed services.

e Inspirationalvisit from artist lan Murphy: A highly respected contemporary fine artist, lan delivered a
workshop to GCSE and A level artists based around mixed-media drawing, introducing students to a
range of drawing techniques and processes, guiding them through initial planning all the way to
developing a finished piece.

e Visit form Careers Connect who ran teambuilding challenges across the school

e Year 12 Spirituality Day: as part of our Core RE programme, Miss Kinloch, Mrs Dunne and Mrs Gray
took the RE classroom into the city, with an educational visit to the Anglican Cathedral and a morning
learning about this inspiration partnership of Bishop Sheppard and Archbishop Warlock who helped
bridge religious and social divides to unite the communities of Liverpool.

Year 12 Road Safety Day

Road safety charity, Brake, launched the awareness campaign in 1997. The initiative, aimed at promoting
safer practices for all road users, saw sixth form students engage in various educational and practical
activities to highlight the importance of road safety.

The charity and other organisations, such as Merseyside Police and Openreach, worked closely with Year 12
and Year 13 students to enhance their learning experience. Activities included first response training, a Road
Traffic Accident (RTA) virtual reality headset scenario, and the use of a Batak machine to test reaction times
under different conditions.

Merseyside Police provided a fascinating demonstration of the equipment they use to keep roads safe,
providing an invaluable insight into their vital work. Additionally, the team from Openreach offered valuable
careers advice to students interested in pursuing engineering, inspiring future innovators and highlighting
potential career pathways.
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Christmas Concert

The annual Christmas concert was a wonderful evening of Music, Drama, Readings and community singing.
Many of our students took part in either a performance, preparing catering, behind the scenes, sound and
lighting or front of house. It was such a joyous occasion, brought together beautifully by the Music and Drama
team supported by many other staff. It was such a delight to see our students flourishing!

Admissions Policy Consultation

The School Admissions Code requires all admissions authorities to consult on proposed changes to their
admission arrangements.

St Margaret’s Church of England Academy are in the process of consulting on the admission arrangements
for pupils applying for the academic year commencing September 2026. The consultation will run from 6%
December 2024 to 17" January 2025.

Proposed changes to the policy include extra community places (based on distance), in agreement with the
local authority, and greater priority to the siblings of the existing pupils of St Margaret’s. The policy is available
to view on our website.

Any comments or questions on the proposed policy should be sent to jholmes@stmargaretsacademy.com by
noon on 17" January 2024.

After the consultation closes, we will consider all responses and discuss these with our local academy
council.



& Arbor Student App

The newly released Arbor Student App is available for iOS and Android and can be used by all St Margaret’s
school students. The Arbor Student App allows students to access their calendars, in-app messages and
more important information to help in day-to-day school life. Students’ login credentials are the same as
those already used by students to access the existing website, which is still available. If you would like more
information about the usage of the Student App, please click the following link: Logging Into and using the
Student App.

Upcoming Events and Information

Celebration Assemblies

Linked to our vision that ‘All things are possible for one who believes’ Mark 9:23, we are incredibly proud of
the achievements of our students this term and this final week is a great opportunity to celebrate their
successes. A huge number of our students will be recognised for their 'Outstanding Achievement’ and
'Outstanding Attitude to Learning’ during our celebration assemblies this week. In addition, those who have
really embodied our values of compassion, resilience and respect will be rewarded for their contributions
to our community.

Carol Service

Thursday 19" December is our annual carol service. Students must come to school at the usual time in their
full school uniform. Year 7 students will be transported to the Anglican Cathedral by coach at 10:15 to allow
for rehearsals. As a result, please send your child in with a packed lunch on this day as there will be no
opportunity for a food service later. Students who have free school meals can request a grab bag via this link.
Other students will be transported in time for a 1.30pm start and will have the opportunity to eat during an
extended break period. Students will be dismissed from the Cathedral by school staff unless you are
collecting your child. Parents / carers are welcome to join us at the Cathedral for our service but will be
seated at the back and not with students. The service will hopefully finish at 2.30pm. Tickets will not be
offered / provided for this event. Please be aware the service finish time may vary slightly.

School Closure

On Friday 20" December school will close at 12.30pm for the Christmas break. We expect positive
attendance and engagement as staff are preparing activities to send our children off in style. There will not be
a lunch service on this day. However, those students on free school meals can request a ‘grab bag’ by
clicking on this link. They can collect this as they leave school at 12.30pm.

INSET Day 6" January 2025

Please note that Monday 6™ January is an INSET day and students are not expected to attend school. We look
forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday, 7" January.

Basic Needs Funding

Over the last 12 months the Trust has been working relentlessly to secure this funding to develop the estates
and educational provision for our students. | am delighted to announce that we have been successful with our
basic needs bid of £3.9 million for St Margaret's! This funding has been secured to ease the pressure on the
city's educational place challenges. This is a huge celebration for our community, and we will share any plans
about future developments in due course.
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Mental Health and Wellbeing

Should any students require any mental health support over the Christmas holiday period, there are a range of
services available:

Liverpool CAMHS crisis team are available 24/7 at Alder Hey and are contactable on 0151 293 3577 or
0808 196 3550. They have a free, confidential, 24/7 text message support service. To start a
conversation text the word SHOUT to 85258. More information about Liverpool CAMHS is available
here.

Childline: callthem on 0800 1111 or chat to us online.

Samaritans: callthem on 116 123 or Contact Us | Samaritans

Kooth provides online, free and confidential counselling: Home - Kooth.

Young Minds Crisis Messenger - provides free, 24/7 crisis support across the UK mental health crisis -
If you need urgent help text YM to 85258.

Papyrus provides support for any young people experiencing suicidal thoughts or ideation. They are
contactable here: HOPE line UK; 0800 068 4141.

Staff Leavers and Joiners

As always, at this time of year, we have several staff who are moving onto pastures new. I’m sure you’llwant to
join me in wishing Mr Slater, Ms Geddes, Mr Baron, Mrs Hunter and Ethan Miller, our Chaplain, all the very best
for the future.

I’m delighted to welcome some new colleagues to the St. Margaret’s family who will support our students in
the coming year.

These include

Mrs Kaye - Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Tobin — Head of Modern Foreign Languages
Mr Jones — Head of Mathematics

Finally, the whole St Margaret’s community wish you and yours a restful and blessed Christmas

Thank you for your continued support. We invite you to follow us at @SMALiverpool on X and Instagram for
further updates and insights into our school community.

We will also share some exciting news regarding our SIAMS inspection in the new year.

Best wishes,

A

Adam Robinson

Headteacher
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