
SPIRITUALITY
in ENGLISH (& FILM STUDIES)

Reflection – Empathy – Curiosity – Mortality – Legacy – Mystery – The Sublime – Discernment - Diversity – Ethics

SELF OTHERS GOD BEAUTY
• Each of our texts, focuses on the 

individuality and specificity of 
the author's voice, perspective 
and context.

• Our interpretation of text 
necessarily involves a growing 
understanding of self.

• Students are encouraged to 
reflect on the moral significance 
of the texts with which they 
engage

• The peculiar morality of each 
new text broadens and deepens 
their understanding of their own 
ethical codes. 

• The process of textual analysis is 
a reasonable paradigm for 
spiritual textual analysis

• The puzzle or mystery of each 
text mimics the process of 
discovering the divine

• Because our methods are 
discursive, the process of reading 
is a cooperative one.

• Immersion in literature involves 
an awareness of our collective 
mortality... every exploration of 
legacy is an encounter with 
death

• Asking questions of others 
delivering speeches allows all to 
flourish, thrive and be agents of 
moral development

• Drama is inherently social
• Empathy is a key quality that we 

seek to foster
• Our explorations of the power of 

rhetoric encourages the students 
to develop a more sympathetic 
lexicon when talking to others.

• Studying a diversity of texts and 
authors allows our students to 
experience the diversity of life. 

• We examine the devastating effects 
of regressive religious experiences on 
human lives (e.g. in The Crucible).

• In The Gothic module (yr 7), we 
explore the supernatural in some 
depth and how it challenges the fixed 
terms and realities of everyday life. 
Encounters with monsters are an 
effective contrasting paradigm for an 
involvement with the divine. 

• The study of great social writers such 
as Dickens or Shakespeare 
encourages boys to similarly 
challenge issues that blight their lives 
(such as patriarchy, social division 
and excessively narrow religious 
precepts).

• Authorship of text and the idea of a 
god as a creator are analogous 
concepts (e.g. the first setting of Of
Mice and Men is almost a replica of 
the creation myth.)

• Our exploration of Romantic 
poetry invites the student 
into worlds that are sublime.

• The crafting of language and 
structure is a process to 
release inner beauty which 
some might feel to be a 
spiritual event

• Our 'fast reads' enable 
students to be thrust into 
the sweep of the narrative 
which allows them to 
experience the beauty of 
narrative creation

• The Odyssey explores the 
fear and beauty of gods. 

• Discovering new ideas has its 
own beauty
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